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POINDEXTERITY 


Indications of the Manner in Which Consideration 
of the Dye Bill Was Prevented in the Senate on 
February 25, Together with Senator Knox’s Speech 


T looks as though the Longworth 

bill might not have to wait so very 

long before it can be considered by 
the Senate, after all. In spite of con- 
flicting interpretations of recent devel- 
opments in the age-old Peace Treaty 
feud which now appears to be severing 
long-standing political friendships and 
even tearing the parties themselves 
asunder, the opinion seems to prevail 
that the Treaty will soon be out of its 
misery, or passed. At the present 
writing it appears not improbable that 
its extinction through the machinations 
of the Senatorial Borgias may be a 
matter of a few days only. However, 
there are others who would not be 
Surprised to see it ratified, with more 
or less in the way of reservations— 
and we do not feel much like betting 
anyway. 

But as to the Longworth bill, it may 

said not to have been considered at 
all to speak of. The reader thought 
ithad? Ah, then, that is the reader’s 
tor. It has been presented, certainly, 


but as for being considered—Oh, no! 
On February 25 it was talked about 
rather extensively. It was “considered” 
for about one hour—long enough to 
allow Senator Watson, of the Finance 
Committee, who has it in charge, to 
present it, and to permit of some little 
argument as to the reasons for and 
against considering it. But from tyo 
o’clock until four, although it was the 
continuous topic of discussion—save 
during the time, possibly, when Senator 
King had the floor—the bill was not 
“considered” in the official sense, but 
was merely made the basis of a wrangle 
as to whether or not it should be con- 
sidered. So now you know. 

Senators Poindexter and King, then, 
did more than merely prevent a vote 
being taken on the passage of the bill. 
What they succeeded in doing was to 
prevent a vote being taken on whether 
or not the Senate would “consider” it. 
For -all practical purposes it was as 
good as a mild sort of filibuster, al- 
though this does not mean anything so 
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far as the chances of the bill are con- 
cerned. Viewed in the light of broad 
accomplishment, it was a tempest in a 
teapot—or a filibuster in a frying-pan, 
if you like that simile better. Let us 
“consider” the proceedings: 


SOMETHING OF WHAT HAPPENED 


Mr. Watson—“How does the Sena- 
tor,expect to promote the consideration 
of the magnesite tariff bill by opposing 
this bill?” 

Mr. Poindexter—“I am not opposing 
this bill.” 

Mr. Watson—“Then I beg the Sena- 
tor’s pardon.” 


There the reader has the whole story 
in a nutshell. Volumes could not sum 
up the afternoon’s activities any more 
comprehensively. Query on the part of 
Senator Watson, denial and the allaying 
of suspicion as to motives on the part 
of Senator Poindexter, renewed insist- 
ence that the magnesite bill was just as 
live a measure and just as important 
to the country as the dye bill from 
Senator Poindexter, additional query as 
to motives by someone else, further 
denial of opposition, quotations from 
the House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee’s report on the magnesite bill, and 
extra apologies and so on, ad nauseum 
—such was the order of the afternoon. 

We were going to make the reader 
wade through a running account of the 
happenings, but when the business office 
began to wonder whether we could 
stand the loss of so many subscriptions 
it was decided merely to segregate the 
significant portions—the really colorful 
incidents—of the session, and to tell the 
story in that way. This week we strive 
rather to entertain than to record after 
the matter of a hired secretary. So 
then, all ready there, Mr. Electrician, 
with that spot-light! ~ 

“Mr. President,” said Senator Wat- 
son, “I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of the bill to regu- 
late the importation of coal-tar prod- 
ucts. a. 

Senator Poindexter called attention 
to the fact that Senator Sherman, of 
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Tilinois, was absent and that he desire March 


to be heard on the bill, which led Sena 

tor Thomas to remark that if Senato Culbe: 
Sherman expected to return withinfy, i. 
eight or ten days he would have ample Hend: 
time to be heard. To Senator Kenyon'gy,.., 
inquiry as to whether there was ag Kirin 
chance of such an “unusual” bill being yw... 
disposed of immediately, Senator Wat 
son responded that he had no notio 
about it, but that Senator Lodge “jg 
exceedingly anxious to have this meas Bankt 
ure disposed of to-day in order that thepDillin; 
Senate might proceed with the discus 

sion of the German Treaty to-morrow’ ‘all 


Moses 


More discussion followed which wag 
terminated by Senator Lodge’s reminde 
that a motion to take up a bill undef... 
the circumstances then existing was noiy, 4; 
debatable and Senator Kenyon’s requests, 


for the yeas and nays. 
The names may be interesting as 


line-up : 


Ashurst 
Ball 
Beckham 
Borah 
Brandegee 
Calder 
Capper 
Chamberlain 
Colt 
Cummins 
Curtis 
Dial 
Elkins 
Fernald 
Fletcher 
France 
Gay 

Glass 
Hale 
Harris 


Johnson, S. D. 


Jones, N. M. 
Kellogg 
Kendrick 
Keyes 

King 

Knox 
Lenroot 


Lodge 


YEAsS—57. 


McKellar 
McLean 
McNary 
Myers 
Nelson 
Norris 
Nugent 
Overman 
Page 
Phelan 
Phipps 
Pomerene 
Ransdell 
Reed 
Robinson 
Sheppard 
Simmons 
Smith, Ga. 
Smoot 
Spencer 
Sutherland 
Townsend 
Underwood 
Wadsworth 
Warren 
Watson 
Williams 
Wolcott 


Here they z 


Johnsc 
Jones, 
La Fo 
McCo: 


Sen: 


mmense4 111 
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Nays—11 there was anything to be gained by go- 
nate ‘ ing ahead with the bill if there was no 
rithi meeerson sor aa prospect of its being passed that day. 

Thomas Further on, he said: “The bill prac- 
Trammell tically amounts to an embargo, as I 
Walsh, Mont. understand it.” 
“That is precisely what it is and pre- 
cisely what is was intended to be,” re- 
Not Votinc—28 turned Senator Watson. 
McCumber “That,” replied Senator Kenyon, “is 
New a very frank statement. ; 
Newberry Senator Norris, determined to have 
Owen his little joke, said, referring to that 
Penrose portion of the bill which contains the 
Sherman names in Group II, the dutiable list, 
Shields familiar to our readers: 
Smith, Ariz. Mr. Norris—‘“I should like to say that 
Smith, Md. I voted to take this bill up because I 
Smith, N. C. recognize it must be disposed of. I have 
Johnson, Cal. Stanley no idea that it will be disposed of 
aS 4 jones, Wash. Sterling to-day.” ; 
Swanson Mr. Watson—‘Neither have I.” 
Walsh, Mass. Mr. Norris—“I think I have an open 
mind on the bill. Like the Senator 
Senator Kenyon wanted to know if from Iowa (Mr. Kenyon), I have been 
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unable even to read page 3 of it. I 
think when the Secretary at the desk 
reads page 3 of the bill the Senate will 
get a great deal of education and valu- 
able information.” 

Mr. Watson—“Does the Senator ex- 
pect to postpone action on the bill un- 
til he can read page 3?” 

Mr. Norris—“I do not expect the 
Senate to wait until I can read it, but 
I expect to hear the Secretary read it. 
I was anticipating that the Senator 
might ask that the formal reading of 
the bill be dispensed with. I would not 
object to that request as to all of the 
bill except as to page 3, which ought 
to be read, and I am going to insist 
that it shall be read by the Secretary.” 

Senator Nugent quoted from Mr. 
Klipstein’s testimony before the Finance 
Committee to show the difficulty of se- 
curing adequate yields without long ex- 
perimentation. Then— 

“The hour of two o’clock having ar- 
rived,” said the presiding officer,” the 
Chair lays before the Senate thg un- 
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finished business.” The clerk announce 
that this was the Civil Service Reti 
ment bill. Senator Sterling requestej 
that the unfinished business be temp 
rarily laid aside. 

Now mark you. Under the rule of 
the Senate, unfinished business at twa 
o'clock automatically displaces what 
ever may be under “consideration” i 
the official sense, unless the consent of 
the Senate to proceed with the matter 
in hand can be obtained. It was at thi 
point that the bill lost its official stat 
as a measure being considered by th¢ 
Senate, which status it never regained 
This rule of the Senate gave Senator 
Poindexter the opening he had evident; 
ly awaited. Before his opposition was 


launched, however, Senator Jones, 6 
Washington, referred to Senator Thom 
as’s statement that it would be day 
before the bill could, be passed: 


Mr. Thomas—“I want to quiet the 
apprehensions of my friend the Sena 
tor from Washington. I expect to 
speak at some length upon the bill and 
in opposition to it. That was the rea 
son for the statement I made.” 

Mr. Jones of Washington—‘That 
will be interesting to the Senate.” 

Mr. Thomas—“It will probably be 
neither interesting nor profitable.” 

Mr. Jones of Washington—‘‘T do no 
agree with the Senator on that.” 

Mr. Thomas—“But I think it is m 
duty to speak on the bill. Of cour 
it will interfere with the passage of the 
bill to-day unless we hold a night ses 
sion.” 

3ut Senator Sterling would not & 
denied, and the discussion terminated 
by Senator Watson saying: . “Then 
move that the Senate proceed to the 
further consideration of House Bil 
8078, the dyestuffs bill.” From thal 
time until the Senate adjourned, thal 
motion was before the session, to 
withdrawn by Senator Watson at th 
very end when it was seen that Senato! 
Poindexter’s opposition to its consié 
eration had been successful. 

The latter got under way eatly 
After declaring that Senator Wats0 
had stated the advantages of the bil 
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very convincingly, he said: “I do not 
think that anyone could very success- 
fully dispute his proof of the merits 
of it. There is another tariff bill that 
is pending in the Finance Committee 
upon which just as convincing a dem- 
onstration of its need and of the emer- 
gency of the industry which is intended 
to be met by it, can be made. I refer 
to the magnesite bill.” 


From then on there was nothing, as 
we may Say, to it. Consider, therefore, 
as indicative of the general trend of 
argument, the following extracts and 
high spots culled from the debate. They 
are more or less disjointed by reason of 
wide omissions, but they serve to enable 
the reader to form some idea of the 
sentiments of the various Senators. 

Senator Frelinghuysen said that his 
chemical glassware bill, which was im- 
portant, had not yet been reported, but 
that he was not complaining and 
thought the Senate should dispose of 
the dye bill without further delay. 

Mr. Watson (referring to a Poin- 
dexter objection)—“Of course, there 
are a number of other members of the 
committee—and some of them have dif- 
ferent views—whom I am not able to 
control; but, for my very life, I cannot 
see why the Senator, believing in the 
merits of his proposition, should object 
to this proposition, which is being test- 
ed here on its merits. If the two stand 
exactly alike, on a common ground, and 
One is just as meritorious as the other, 
why should the Senator object? Is he 


—— 
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not putting himself in a dangerous posi- 
tion, for when his proposition comes 
up somebody will object to it, just as 
he is now objecting to this?” 

Mr. Poindexter—‘“Mr. President, I 
do not object to any meritorious bill of 
this kind. Such measures should stand 
upon the qualities which they severally 
possess ; but it has been admitted by the 
Senator from Indiana that he agrees 
with me as to the merits of the mag- 
nesite tariff bill. One of the essential 
elements of the policy of protection is 
that it should operate uniformly for 
the protection of all the people in any 
legitimate industry.” 

Later on— 

Mr. Poindexter—‘I expect to vote 
for this bill if we are compelled to vote. 
I believe that it is a meritorious bill, 
but I am insisting that we shall have an 
opportunity, through the medium of a 
report from the Finance Committee 
placing it upon the calendar, to vote 
also upon the magnesite bill at an early 
date. I object to discriminations ; I ob- 
ject to affording an opportunity to vote 
upon a measure for the benefit of a 
certain section of the country, or for 
the benefit of those companies which by 
reason of their investment in the dye 
industry are concerned in this bill, and 
denying a similar opportunity to other 
great sections of the country and to 
people whose investments are in mag- 
nesite.” 


Senator Poindexter then spoke at 
(Continued on page 12.) 
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“FOR THE GOOD OF THE 
SERVICE” 


It is hardly to be expected that the 
average banker, lawyer, merchant or 
business man, unless his particular call- 
ing has concerned itself in no desultory 
way with the science, can fully grasp 
the peculiar importance which the sin- 
gle factor of continuous application on 
the part-of an individual bears in rela- 
tion to real advancement in chemistry. 

It is realized by all of these, of course 
—be they familiar with the chemistry or 
not—that the longer the right kind of 
an executive is allowed to handle the 
affairs of his own department, the more 
rapidly will that department expand, 
the greater the number of the telling 
improvements which will be introduced, 
and the higher the efficiency which wi! 
be obtained. They are willing to allow, 
no doubt—if they think about it at all 
—that this law holds true, generally 
speaking, in the chemical research labo- 
ratory, but it is safe to say that not one 
out of a hundred, unless he has been 
brought into direct contact with matters 
chemical at some time, is aware that 
this single factor has contributed more 
new chemical discoveries than has that 
quality which we call genius. 

If the average business man cannot 
be expected to realize this, how much 
less can we look to the professional 
politician for recognition of its truth! 

The War Department has just issued 
an order whereby Major-General W. L. 
Sibert has been deprived of the com- 
mand of the Chemical Warfare Service, 
and has been placed in charge of Camp 
Gordon, near Atlanta. 

Asininity in the administration of this 
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all-important branch of the service 
could go no further. The act may with- 
out hesitation be characterized as crass 
stupidity—or more, or as unpardonable 
ignorance—or worse. 

Civilian direction of military bodies 
is bad enough, but in lay direction of 
chemical organizations one has the 
ultima thule of ultimate disaster. Pos- 
sibly the authorities which ordered the 
transfer—incidentally placing a Lieuw- 
tenant-Colonel in charge of the C. W. S. 
—can furnish a logical explanation of 
the action—can point out what great 
gain will come to the service through 
removing from command a man who 
has demonstrated his abilities in the 
most striking fashion, and whose knowl- 
edge of the as yet hidden potentialities 
was probably exceeded by that of no 
other in this land. 

If there be an explanation to offer, 
it should be forthcoming. We are sure 
that the chemists of the country can 
see nothing but damage to the service— 
or at the very least, a serious interrup- 
tion to continued progress—as a result 
of this arbitrary shift. 


DR. HERTY ON SENATE DYE 
DISCUSSION 


Praise for Knox’s Speech and Wat- 
son’s Presentation 

One of 

word “dye” is a begetfulness of unlimit- 


the characteristics of the 
ed oral expression. In the Senate the 
word naturally fell upon congenial soil. 
It was scarcely a matter of surprise, 
therefore, that on the single day, Feb 
ruary 25, set aside for the consideration 
of the Longworth bill, prior to the re 
opening of the Peace Treaty discussion, 
no decisive vote should have _ been 
reached. 

It had been hoped that in view of 
the unanimous report of the subcomr 
mittee, followed by a similar unanimous 
report by the Finance Committee, the 
Senate might proceed to a quick passage 
of the bill. This hope was in vain. 

The clear indication of the strength 
of those favoring the bill was given @ 
the very outset when an effort to refuse 
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to take up the bill commanded only 11 
yotes. The discussion was opened bya 
masterly presentation of the subject by 
Senator Watson, of Indiana, chairman 
of the subcommittee. In spite of the 
technicalities of the subject Senator 
Watson showed how attentively he had 
listened to all of the testimony presented 
at the hearing. His plea for the speedy 
passage of the bill was straightforward 
and convincing. The many questions 
asked him by fellow Senators indicated 
the keen interest in the subject, though 
considerable doubt was created as to 
whether the questions by Senator Ken- 
yon, of lowa, were prompted by desire 
for knowledge or for the purpose of 
delay. 

The treatment of the bill in the Sen- 
ate was thoroughly non-partisan and it 
was particularly interesting to note the 
complete intermingling of Republican 
and Democratic Senators in the neigh- 
borhood of Senator Watson when he 
spoke. 

One of the most perfect contributions 


aeennenes” 


of the day was the brief but eloquent 
speech of Senator Knox, of Pennsyl- 
vania, whose support of the measure as 
an important contribution to national 
security was unqualified. 

Senator King, of Utah, surprised all 
by presenting the novel argument that 
it was unpatriotic of American manu- 
facturers to ask for protection against 
the German dye interests and thereby 
cripple Germany in its effort to again 
get upon its feet. 

More than an hour of the limited 
time available was lost through the ef- 
forts of Senator Poindexter, of Wash- 
ington, to utilize the situation so as to 
force from the Finance Committee a 
report to the Senate of the bill protect- 
ing magnesite, which bill had been voted 
on favorably by the committee but not 
ordered reported to the Senate. 

At the conclusion of Senator Wat- 
son’s speech adjournment was taken and 
according to the program previously an- 
nounced by the leader of the Senate 
the Peace Treaty will now be continu- 
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ally before the Senate until it is dis- 
posed of. The Longworth bill, there- 
fore, must wait. However, you never 
can tell. The unexpected may happen 
at any moment.—Journal of Industrial 
and Engineering Chemistry. 


POINDEXTERITY 
(Continued from page 9.) 


great length on the magnesite bill and 
the reascns why it should be considered 
at once. He quoted hugely and volu- 
minously from the report of the House 
Ways and Means Committee on the 
measure. A portion of his remarks to- 
ward the conclusion of the speech is 
interesting. He said: “If the necessity 
is forced of voting upon this bill (the 
dye bill) alone and separately and with- 
out having an opportunity to vote upon 
the other bill (the magnesite bill), I 
shall vote for it, because I believe it is 
meritorious, but I shall not do it with- 
out protesting against the denial of the 
same privilege to those who are inter- 
ested in the magnesite bill.” 

Then followed a period while Sena- 
tor Poindexter cross-examined Senator 
Smoot as to why the magnesite bill had 
not been reported out of the committee, 
with the latter declaring that there were 
good reasons which he would make 
clear at the proper time. To every ar- 
gument that the dye bill was an emer- 
gency measure, Senator Poindexter 
stoutly defended his contention that the 
magnesite bill was just as much of an 
emergency measure, and just as much 
entitled to the Senate’s consideration. 
Senator Moses interposed at one time 
to register his own inability to see why 
a differentiation had been made by the 
Finance Committee. 


Senator Smoot contended that the 
proponents of the magnesite bill were 
not anxious for immediate action, while 
Senator Poindexter said that they de- 
sired it to be reported out at once and 
placed upon the calendar. Senator 
Smoot retorted that they must have 
changed considerably in their sentiments 
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since the preceding morning, and Sena- 
tor Poindexter declared that they had 
changed and that Senator Smoot need 
have no apprehensions but that he 
would learn of this change. He then 
quoted more from the House Ways and 
Means Committee’s report on the bill. 

Now we come to a new phase of the 
discussion. Senator Poindexter, con 
tinuing his discussion of the magnesite 
bill, quoted a long extract from the 
House Ways and Means Committee's 
report on the bill. 

At last Senator Watson managed to 
gain the floor from Senator King, who 
had begun a lengthy discourse on the 
tariff principles of the Republican and 
Democratic parties. 

“T wish,” said Senator Watson, “to 
call the attention of the Senator from 
Utah (Mr. King) to the fact that the 
subcommittee report to the full com- 
mittee on the dyestuffs bill was unani 
mous and that the full committee re 
port to the Senate was unanimous 
There was no partisanship whatever in- 
volved in the discussion, nor can there 
be any, unless the Senator from Utah 
and other men like-minded seek to drag 
partisan politics into the discussion 
There is not any partisanship in the 
proposition.” 

But this did not serve to deter Sena 
tor King from the course whicii he had 
only too evidently laid out for himself 
to follow. Perhaps a good line on his 
oration may be taken from his ow 
words which occur somewhere abot 
the middle of the speech: “But I am 
not discussing the pending bill nor the 
reasons assigned to justify its passage. 
I express no opinion at this time cor 
cerning its merits. . . .” 

Senator King was right. He was ne 
discussing the Longworth bill. He cor 
fined his remarks more exclusively ® 
the statement that the Democratic patty 
approached the November election wil 
confidence and that the people woul 
certainly entrust it with the guidant 
for another four years of this migif 
republic ! 

Then followed Senator Knox 
speech, which we reproduce in full: 
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SENATOR KNox’s SPEECH ON THE 
DyestuFFs BILL 


“Mr. President, I do not wish to ap- 
pear odd, but the few observations I 
intend to make will be about the meas- 
ure that is before the Senate, namely, 
the dyestuffs bill. 

“I am willing to start from the prem- 
ises laid down by the President of the 
United States in his message to the 
Congress, and that is upon the theory 
that one thing that we have learned, if 
we have learned anything, out of the 
grievous experiences of the past four 
years, is that the forces that held the 
legions of civilization at bay and almost 
overcame them were the spectacled 
chemists of Germany. I agree with the 
President that as a measure of pre- 
paredness it is essential that there shall 
be built up and maintained in this coun- 
try a dye industry unsurpassed by that 
of any other country. 

“I do not propose to advance the or- 
dinary arguments that have been used 
to support that proposition, but I am 
satisfied that if Senators will pause to 
consider they will agree with me that 
the whole face of the world has been 
changed by the creative or synthetic 
chemist within the last 10 or 15 years. 
We have at last discovered a funda- 
mental truth, and that is that anything 
that we can analyze accurately and as- 
certain its constituent elements, that 
thing we can create. I was told by an 
eminent chemist not long ago, ‘If you 
give me a water power and a mountain 
of limestone, I can almost put the farm- 
et out of business. I can make starch; 
I can make sugar; I can make other 


foods essential for the maintenance of, 


mankind.’ 


“Mr. President, this country, with its 
vast wealth, with its rapid progress, with 
its enormous population, and the speed 
with which we have been moving along 
the pathway of civilization, has over- 
looked many of the things which seem 
small, but which, when you come to 
examine them critically and carefully, 


ate perhaps among the greatest of our 
assets. 
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“Why was Germany in the position 
that her chemists have achieved much 
more than the chemists of this or any 
other country? The simple fact is that 
in Germany they do not burn their coal; 
they roast it. They make coke as a 
fuel, and they utilize their by-products 
for their chemical purposes, and espe- 
cially for the manufacture of dyes. In 
Germany there is not a single beehive 
oven. A beehive oven is the old-fash- 
ioned oven in which the coke is burned, 
and the gases and the smoke escape 
into the atmosphere. In the United 
States probably not more than half of 
the coke that is manufactured is manu- 
factured in the by-product oven that is 
used exclusively in Germany. I would 
amaze you if I were to read to you the 
value of the by-products which pass off 
from these beehive ovens in the United 
States and pass up the smokestacks of 
the factories, where the gases and the 
other by-products are not utilized. 


“T have here a table taken from the 
testimony that was given before the 
committee, which shows the _ total 
amount absolutely wasted in the course 
of a year to be in value $930,188,000. 
It is given by States, and if there is any 
Senator who is curious to know the loss 
in his own State, I shall be only too 
glad to read it. Referring to the State 
of Utah, for instance, the loss there is 
$9,999,000. It runs from four to eight 
and ten million dollars in the various 
States, up to the State of Pennsylvania, 
where the loss is $329,000,000 per an- 
num. 

“Although the products of destruc- 


Manufacturers 


Castor Oil Products 
Alizarine Assistant 
Turkey Red Oil 
Oleine Oil 
Soluble Oil 
Monoline Oil i 
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tive distillation vary within wide limits, 
yet the following table may serve to 
give an approximate idea of what may 
be got from a ton of soft coal: 

“From 1 ton of soft coal you get 
12,000 cubic feet of gas; liquor (wash- 
ings), ammonium sulphate, 7 to 25 
pounds; tar, 120 pounds, from which 
when redistilled we get benzene, 10 to 
20 pounds; toluene, 3 pounds; xylene, 
1% pounds; phenol, one-half pound; 
naphthalene, three-eighths of a pound; 
anthracene, one-fourth pound; pitch, 80 
pounds, and coke, 1,200 to 1,500 pounds. 

“While those are the products of a 
ton of coal, and there are only 8 to 10 
of them in number, yet the chemists 
will make tens of thousands of articles 
out of these products by the synthetic 
process. They make the explosives that 
kill, and they make the medicines that 
cure. 


“Take a cord of wood, for instance. 
A cord of wood, 128 cubic feet, is sub- 
jected to a process of destructive dis- 
tillation and yields, first, 50 bushels of 
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charcoal, 11,500 cubic feet of gas, 25 
gallons of tar, 10 gallons of crude wood 
alcohol, and 200 pounds of crude 
acetate of lime. 


“Mr. President, if this measure were a 
project to invest a billion dollars of Gov- 
ernment money for the purpose of build- 
ing up an industry that would save a 
billion dollars a year and be a great fac- 
tor in our preparedness against another 
destructive war, I would favor it; but 
it is not that. The gentlemen who pro- 
pose to build up these industries pro- 
pose to do it at their own expense, and 
all that they ask the Government of the 
United States to do is to prevent for a 
period of three years the importation 
into this country of such dyes as are 
made here in merchantable quantities. 
The proposition is reasonable. It has 
nothing to do with the tariff. It is not 
a question of tariff legislation. It is a 
question of wise, farseeing prepared- 
ness and of wise, farseeing economy.” 

Now, one more readjustment of the 
spotlight, and the story is told. Observe: 

The Presiding Officer (immediately 
upon the conclusion of Senator Knox’s 
speech )—‘“‘The question is upon the mo- 
tion of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
Watson) that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of H. R. 7078, to 
regulate the importation of coal-tar 
products. ; 

Mr. Watson—* 
of a quorum.” 

(The roll was called and fifty-four 
Senators answered to their names. Sen- 
ator Watson addressed the Senate on 
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the bill; his speech will be considered 
next week.) 

The Presiding Officer—“The ques- 
tion is upon the motion of the Senator 
from Indiana that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of House bill 8078.” 

Senator Watson—“I withdraw the 
motion.” 

(Quick curtain. ) 


CARDS AND CARDING 
(Concluded from last week.) 
Best Tyre oF MACHINE 


In his opinion the type of machine 
used for moderately long crossbreds 
was not the most suitable for short, fine 


, wool, especially those requiring much 


opening. Certain classes of wools had 
a good lot of small locks in them about 
the size of a large pea. For a wool of 
this character the large diameter work- 
er or stripper, in his opinion, was not 
the best. He preferred four or five 
small workers, so that instead of seizing 
the small locks of wool three times as 
they passed around the swifts seized 
them five times, and had a less period 
of contact owing to the smaller diame- 
ters. By adopting this method the staple 
of these short wools would escape the 
harsh treatment of the large worker, 
would be better and more gently opened 
and consequently the length of staple 
preserved to the greatest possible extent. 
This method of working was favored on 
the French type of card. They got a 
longer staple by this method than would 
be possible with three 12-inch workers. 

In many instances cards did not keep 
up their efficiency for various reasons, 
such as not being set correctly, not 
enough point on clothing, clothing in 
bad condition, or the teeth might be too 
straight, due either to being too weak 
for their work or to not being ground 
sufficiently often, which allowed them 
to get out of position, whereas frequent 
grinding helped to keep the bend of the 
wire more to its normal position. 


CHOICE OF CARDS 


By making a card keen they could 
not make it stand. The best card was 
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the one with square counts and an equal 
number of teeth dn each side, so that 
each point stood at an equal distance. 
If they got a card too full and got two 
teeth together, they got a very coarse 
card, and there was nothing worse than 
two teeth being together. Nothing 
brought the teeth together more than 
fettling with plates. He recommended 
the use of the cleaning card, which was 
flexible and the card clothing would last 
much longer than if plates were used 
for cleaning, and it would retain its 
condition much better. 

The double convex card had been 
a boon to the trade because it had al- 
lowed the card to be made thinner, 
to have a full crown, and at the same 
time retain the strength of the wire. 
When they had a full crown they had 
a small convex wire for crossbreds, 
and a big range of qualities such as a 
small plant required. 

In the past, and especially during 
the last few years, when a bigger out- 
put had been sought, it had been 
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found necessary to increase the 
strength of the wirt of the clothing 
on the front part of a card, and al- 
though that increase had only amount- 
ed to 7/1000, it had enabled the cloth- 
ing to stand the extra work put on it, 
thereby not affecting the finer cloth- 
ing on the last part of the machine, 
which was so desirable in order to 
obtain good work. 

It was only by constant elimination 
of weak points such as these by the 
card marked (and he might say in 
passing that his firm had given a great 
deal of attention to these things) that 
they could obtain the best results. 


THE ALKALI BOIL 
By Louis M. Tatirer, in “L’Industrie 
Textile” 


Boiling-out cotton goods may be ac- 
complished by either of two methods. 
In the older process it is done in open 
boilers, and to keep the material sub- 
merged a relatively large quantity of 
lye is used. At a later date closed kiers 
were adopted in order to keep the heat 
in better, and to boil, under pressure at 
a high temperature. Circulation is ef- 
fected by steam injectors which heat 
the lye, but through condensation are 
liable to dilute it. More active circu- 
lation is obtained by centrifugal pumps. 
About 1885 Messrs. Mather and Platt 
introduced another method of boiling 
out, which consists in using a small 
quantity of lye, much more concen- 
trated, and giving it a forced circula- 
tion through the material. The kiers 
which bear their name give a large out- 
put and excellent results in practice. 
Koechlin also suggested a process using 
a small quantity of lye. This worked 
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out a similar process, but with a varia- 
tion, and made a very complete study 
of the phenomena of boiling-out with a 
short lye. 


The Thies Process.—The Thies proc- 
ess differs from those already known, 
and particularly from Koechlin’s in the 
fact that the treatment with carbonate 
of soda and that with caustic soda are 
given separately. The result of this is 
that the caustic lye can be used at a 
height of temperature and degree of 
concentration hitherto unattainable be- 
cause there were no means of protect- 
ing the cotton fiber, whereas in the 
Thies process this preservative action 
is furnished by the preliminary treat- 
ment with soda and steam. By means * 
of this preliminary treatment the use 
of very concentrated caustic lye is ren- 
dered possible, and without danger to 
the fiber; it has an. energetic action of 
short duration. Moreover, the use of 
boiling caustic-soda lye diminishes the 
mercerizing effect on the fiber and the 
contraction that would be the result of 
the use of cold lye. As a third dis- 
tinctive feature of the process of Thies 
as compared with preceding methods, 
and in particular that of Koechlin, it 
should be noted that the action of the 
boiling caustic lye is kept up almost 
constantly during the whole duration of 
the boil. Thus the tendering action of 
the lye is prevented by its saponifica- 
tion, as a result of drawing off the 
steam in the course of operation. This 
evacuation of the steam not only gives 
a rapid circulation, but keeps up the 
concentration of the lye. The process 
is in four complementary stages: 


1. Separate treatment of the fibers 
with alkalies (carbonate of soda). 
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2; Treatment with steam after No. 1. 

3. Treatment of the fibers, after they 
have been freed from imprisoned air, 
with boiling caustic-soda lye. 

4. Concentration of the caustic-soda 
lye by means of a special device giving 
cohstant circulation. 

The actions of these successive steps 
complete the process reciprocally, and 
ae justified by the following consid- 
erations : 

(a) The fibers contract in cold caus- 
fic lyes according to their degree of 
concentration, and if the lye is very 
strong, mercerization results. This con- 
traction does not take place in the boil- 
ing solution. In the cold bath even 
diluted caustic-soda solutions act in the 
ame way in filtering through the layers 
of cotton. These are not mercerized by 
the boiling lye. 

(b) By the presence or introduction 
of air into the kier, or if it is imprisoned 
i the fibers or introduced with the 
steam, the boiling lye has a destructive 
action on the fiber in the presence of 
oxygen. 

(c) The alkalies precipitated on the 
ber by the alternate action of caustic 
alkali and alkaline carbonate cannot be 
tmoved by boiling water and steam. 

hey cling to the fiber during steaming, 
and give strong indications of catalytic 
action. 

(d) By greatly diminishing the vol- 

me of the lye a uniform circulation is 

ttup if the lye and the steam travetse 
€ material rapidly and together, and 
an be separated below the goods. 

The waned collect by gravitation in 


the lower layers of the goods, and are 
drained out. Only a pump can put these 
filtering liquids into circulation, whereas 
the boiling liquids cannot be aspirated, 
because of their vaporization. 

The rapid circulation of the lye is 
set up by the extraction of the steam 
at the bottom of the kier and by the 
removal of the lye by means cf a pump, 
and by the addition of lye at the top 
of the kier over the goods under treat- 
ment the uniform division of the lye is 
thus obtained, and also the mixed cir- 
culation of the lye and the steam, and 
the uniformity of their action. 

In the boiling kiers the fibrous mate- 
rials impregnated with liquid fill a space 
which is four times that of their specific 
bulk. For instance, if the destiny of 
cotton is 1.5, then 1,500 kilogs. occupies 
a volume of 4,000 liters, of which 3,000 
liters is liquid. In the old processes of 
boiling-out, therefore, it needed 3,000 
liters of lye for 1,500 kilogs. of cotton; 
and if, for instance, 50 kilogs. of Solvay 
soda were used, hardly a 1 per cent solu- 
tion was obtained. In the Thies process 
only 500 to 600 liters of lye was used, 
which by boiling with resin soap gives 
a concentration corresponding to a 6 to 
7 per cent soda solution. 

(To be concluded.) 

To engage in the manufacture of 
and working of silk, silk yarns and kin- 
dred materials, Benjamin Buckley’s 
Son, Inc., has been incorporated under 
the laws of Delaware. The capital of 
the company is $100,000. Headquar- 
ters will be in Wilmington. 
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NOTES OF THE TRADE 


Under the laws of New York the 
Virgo Chemical Company has been in- 
corporated with a capital of $20,000. 
Headquarters will be in Hamburg, that 
State, and the incorporators are W. C. 
Young, D. D. Temple and J. F. Dom- 
inski. 


Atlantamine Brown 2G is one of the 
latest colors produced by the Atlantic 
Dyestuff Company; this color very 
closely approaches in shade and prop- 
erties Benzo Brown D3G Extra, which 
was perhaps more widely used in this 
country prior to the war than any other 
direct dyeing cotton brown. 


With a capital of $100,000 the 
Fashionit Mills have been incorporated 
under the laws of New York to manu- 
facture hosiery and underwear. Head- 
quarters of the new enterprise will be 
located in Manhattan, and the incor- 
porators consist of J. L. Lefkowitz, 
L. N. Halperin and O. R. Wertheim. 


Announcement has been made by 
Marden, Orth & Hastings, Delaware, 
chemicals and dyestuffs, of the authori- 
zation of this corporation with 20,000 
shares of common stock, no par value, 
to begin business with ten shares. The 
representative is M. S. Orth, 136 Lib- 
erty Street, New York City. 


Under the laws of Delaware the Tex- 
tile Oil Corporation has been incorpo- 
rated with a capital of $2,000,000 to 
act as chemists. The incorporators con- 
sist of W. S. O’Keefe, George Steigler 
and E. A. Aberle, of Wilmington, and 
headquarters will be in Dover. 


The Diskan Paint Company, of Phil- 
adelphia, has ‘given legal notice of the 
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intention to apply to the Governor 
Pennsylvania for a charter to manuf 
ture, buy and sell glass, oil, varnish 
enamels, dyes, bronze powders, cole 
paints and kindred articles. 


The Cheesman-Elliott Company, Img 
has been incorporated under the | 
of New York with a capital of $450f 
to engage in the manufacture of pai 
and varnishes. The head offices of 
new company will be located in 
hattan, and the incorporators consisf} 
F. P. Cheesman, N. Elliott and Ja 
Case. 3 


According to a recent report, 
total consumption of dyes in Engl 
to-day is considerably greater t 
was in 1913, with not less than 80] 
cent of this total being produced) 
English factories. 4 


To encourage the native French cal 
producing industry and incidentally, 
take in hand the distribution of Germ 
reparation dyes, a company with a@ 
italization of $200,000 has been im 
porated in France. Of this sum, 
has been furnished by color makers@ 
half by color consumers. 


To manufacture textiles, the H. 
Mallory Company has been incorporg 
under the laws of New York wi 
capital of $100,000. Headquarters§ 
be in New York City, and the incorp 
tors consist of D. L. Mallory, 
Phillips and A. Mallory. 


The annual meeting of the Nati@ 
Association of Cotton Manufactt 
will be held in Boston on Wednes 
Thursday and Friday, April 21, 284 
23. The headquarters of the ass@ 
tion will be at the Copley-Plaza, wi 
all sessions will be held. 


The Nutley Color Company, 
Nutley, N. J., has filed notice of 
ganization to operate at 664 F 
Avenue, that city, for the manufag 
of chemicals, colors, etc. The fi 
dent of the company is Louis G. Pall 
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The Keystone 
of 
American !adustry 


E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Company, Inc. 
Dyestuffs Sales Department 
Wilmington, Di 
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‘*‘Peace Hath Her Victories No Less Renowned Than War’’ 


When the outbreak of the war in 1914 
brought our manufacturers face to face 
with a realization of what the absence 
of a dyestuff industry in this country 


meant to them, the 


NATIONAL ANILINE & CHEMICAL COMPANY, Ine. | 


was the only organization able to in- 
crease rapidly its productive facilities and 


save the situation for American mills. 


National Colors Kept Our War Looms Working 
National Colors Keep Our Peace Looms Working 


Main Office 21 Burling Slip, New York 
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